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CONFIDENTIAL SANTIAGO 6445 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PBOR,AR,CI 

SUBJ: TODMAN VISIT: BEAGLE CHANNEL 
REF: A) SANTIAGO 6367 B) BUENOS AIRES 5551 

1 . THE CHILEANS HAVE TOLD US THEY WILL DISCUSS THE BEAGLE 
CHANNEL SITUATION WITH ASSISTANT TODMAN (REF A). 

2. ON THE EVE OF THE FIRST ROUND OF TALKS BETWEEN CHILE 
AND ARGENTINA IN BUENOS AIRES IN LATE JULY, THE GOC ISSUED 
A SUPREME DECREE DEFINING POINT-TO-POINT BASE LINES DOWN 
CHILE S ARCHIPELAGO FROM PUERTO MONTT TO THE EASTERLY 
MID-POINT OF THE BEAGLE CHANNEL AS SET BY THE ARBITRATION 
AWARD IN MAY (SANTIAGO 5879). IN SPITE OF GOC 

PROTESTATIONS TO US THAT IT WAS NOT RUBBING SALT IN THE WOUND 
THIS ACTION COME AS A SURPRISE TO THE GOA, ACCORDING TO AN 
ARGENTINE DIPLOMAT WHO SPENT HIS WEEKEND REPORTING THE EVENT. 
ALMOST SIMULTANEOUSLY THE GOC PUT OUT A NEW CHILEAN MAP SHOWING 
THE BEAGLE CHANNEL AWARD. 

3. AS REPORTED IN REF B, THE ENSUING TALKS PRESUMABLY 
ACCOMPLISHED LITTLE AND WE GATHER THE ATMOSPHERE WAS 
TESTY. SUBSEQUENTLY, THE CHILEAN PRESS REPORTED VERY 
TOUGH STATEMENTS FROM SIGNIFICANT ARGENTINES, INCLUDING 
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ADMIRAL MASSERA'S ALLEGED AFFIRMATION THAT THE "ARMED 
FORCES ARE PREPARED TO AVOID ANY GEOGRAPHIC MUTILATION OF THE 
COUNTRY." 

4. WE HAVE JUST ACQUIRED A COPY OF THE MAP FROM GOC 
DEPICTING THE POINT-TO-POINT BASELINES AS DESCRIBED IN 
THE DECREE. ACCORDING TO A RANKING GOC CARTOGRAPHER, 
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THE CHILEANS TOLD THE ARGENTINES THAT THE GOC PROPOSES 
TO RUN ITS 200 MILE MARITIME JURISDICTION DUE EAST FROM 
THE END OF THE CHANNEL RATHER THAN TO BISSECT THE ANGLE 
AT THE INTERSECTION OF THE TWO TERRITORIAL JURISDICTIONS. 
EITHER WAY, OF COURSE, THE GOC WOULD GAIN A TOEHOLD INTO 
THE SOUTH ATLANTIC. 

5. NEITHER SIDE SEEMS EAGER TO PUSH THE MATTER TOO FAR. 

FOREIGN MINISTER CARVAJAL HAD NICE WORDS FOR ARGENTINA 
IN HIS JULY 29 TOUR D'HORIZON (SANTIAGO 6342) AND 
ARGENTINE FOREIGN MINISTER MONTES WAS SAID BY AFP 

AUGUST 5 TO HAVE FOUND CHILE/ARGENTINE RELATIONS "VERY GOOD". 

6. COMMENT: SUCH ARE THE COMPLEXITIES OF SOUTHERN CONE 
RELATIONS. TRADITIONAL COMPETITION REMAINS A SERIOUS BARRIER 
TO THE FORMATION OF AN EFFECTIVE BLOC. WE DO NOT SEE HOW THE 
FOREIGN OFFICE DISCUSSION OF THIS TOPIC CAN EXTEND BEYOND A 
BRIEF STATEMENT OF CHILE'S POSITION. THE USG HAS NOT EXPRESSED 
ITSELF ON THE ARBITRATION RESULT, NOR IS THERE ANY NEED TO 
DURING THE TODMAN VISIT. 

BOYATT 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: BRIEFING MATERIALS, MINISTERIAL VISITS, ISLAND CLAIMS, BEAGLE-MOAT CHANNEL ISLANDS, NEGOTIATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 05-Aug-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977SANTIA06445 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770283-0496 
Format: TEL 
From: SANTIAGO 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770892/aaaadaai.tel 

Line Count: 83 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 12ee6f61-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION ARA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 77 SANTIAGO 6367, 77 BUENOS AIRES 5551 

Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 15-Nov-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1697092 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: TODMAN VISIT: BEAGLE CHANNEL 

TAGS: PBOR, OVIP, AR, Cl, US, (TODMAN, TERENCE A) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/1 2ee6f61 -c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



